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" T h e  Sunnyland"  Christened 
Ceremony at Kansas City, Mo., 

With Elaborate 
October Five 

as Maiden Trip to Florida Starts 

Miss  Jeanne Koontz, Frisco Daughter, Is  Sponsor-Mayor Albert I .  Beach 
of Kansas  Ci ty  Officiates-Train Receioes Rousing 

Reception Along Right-of-way 

21'1'11 a triumph;~llt I)last the nhi5tlv and a r-- !w2 prolonged sllout of enthusiaml frotn the 1 ; q e  

!---£ c rond  of official5 ;mcl 5pectatorh. "'l'he S U I -  
www n >  land." ncw l:ri\co train to 'l'am1)a antl St .  
I'etcrsburg. F'lorida, left Kansas City, Missouri, at 
9 :00 o'clock on the dot the morning of October 5 .  

r ,  1 he new train \\m chrihtencd with a pomp antl ccre- 
many befitting its merits, and all along the righl-of- 
way from Kan5as City to Birmingham, F'rixo employes 
and Frisco townsmen lined the tracks to wave "'l'he 
Sunnyland" God-speed. 

Many Departments Aided Plans 

lior month5 ahead the passenger department had 
busily ironed out the details of the Sunnyland's rout- 
ing and schedule-in conjunction with the Southern 
and Seaboard Air Line Railways. For  weelcs ahead 
of that eventful maiden trip, many P r i x o  department5 
had a hand in its triumphant debut as a new train to 
Florida. Newspapers throughout Fr iwo territory ran 
stories of the new service, and on October first the 
detailed plans were finished. 

Engine "1042" was chosen for the first run, antl 
shopped at  Springfield for decoration in honor of the 
event. "Sunnyland" was painted in gold on the tender, 
and "Frisco" was done over in gold under the cab win- 
dows. T h e  engine was tuned from pilot to tender antl 
sent to Kansas City on Sunday, October 4, for the last 
touches before the big day. 

Sunday night W. B. Berry, master mechanic at  1 b n -  
>as City, issued final instructions to the roundhouse 
force. For  several hours that night, hostlers and help- 
ers willingly completed the decorating work. 

T w o  large American flags were fastened securely 
in the flag-holders, and the handrails on the boiler were 
wrapped with red and white bunting from the cab to 
the  boiler head. The  pilot was also decorated in the 
colorful material, and when engine 1042 pulled the new 
train under the sheds at  the Kansas City union station 

at  8 3 0  ~ ) ' c l ~ c I i  the nes t  morning, she bore her 1;risco 
colors xaily and gallantly. 
Aq royal welcome awaited the new train! 
Never before in the history of Kansas City had ne\v 

railway service been so enth~~siastically received, antl 
besides the official welcoming committee antl the fair 
sponsor, more than a h~undretl other rail~vay workers 
in tlw great terminals hat1 joined Kansas City news- 
~)alxrnicn ant1 ~)hotographers to witness the event. 

Ilon. A%lbert I .  Beach, Mayor of Kansas City, Mo.. 
arrived at  5:45 o'cloclc and escorted Miss Jeanne 
Koontz, daughter of Mr.  J. 13. Koontz, vice-president 
in charge of traffic, to the head m d  wherc the chris- 
tening ceremonies were held. ;\4iss Koontz 1n;ide an 
:~ttractive sponsor for the splendid train. 

Mayor Beach presented a bouquet of two dozen 1111- 
perial roses, the gift of employes in the passenger 
tlepartnient a t  St. I,ouis, to Miss Koontz, while 
photographers fro111 Kansas City newspapers recorded 
the event. 

The  official Kansas City photographer for the 
1:risco Magazine antl the Frisco department of pub- 
licity took pictures of the various events for use of 
on-line newspapers and the Magazine. 

Gooddl  Held the Throttle 
H. H. Goodell, of Kansas City, a veteran of 40 

years' Frisco service, held the throttle of the new train 
and posed with fireman R. L. Harmon for a picture, 
as Miss Koontz shook Harmon's hand and wished 
him a successful trip. 

Five minutes before the new train pulled out on 
its maiden trip, Miss Koontz broke a bottle of Florida 
water over the pilot and "The Sunnyland" was offici- 
ally christened. 

As the train sped on its way to Springfield, residents 
of towns along the line turned out to wave her on- 
Hillsdale, Paola, Pleasanton, Prescott, Fulton-and at 
For t  Scott a veritable ovation greeted the new service. 

A welcoming party of several hundred thronged the 
platform at Springfield, including many Frisco em- 
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ployes. antl the official photographer of that cit! again 
recorded her reception. "The Sunnyland" arrived on 
the minute-1 :55 p. m. 

Engineer Coodell gave way to J. \V. \Velch, 942 State 
Street. Springfield, a veteran of 39 years ; and Fireman 
Harmon relinquished his gauges to C. \V. White, 1637 
Sherman Avenue, Springfield. Richard A. Gerard, of 
Kansas City. 36 years of service, who rode out as 
conductor, turned over his tickets ant1 diagrams to 
AI. L). Welch, veteran of 38 years, who resides a t  3702 
Cams .Avenue. 

J'romptly at 2:00 1,. m. Engineer \\'elch took the 

Fireman White (left) and Engineer Welch 

train out again-this time for another on-time run to 
IIcmphis. 

Through Missouri antl Arkansas crowds welcomed 
thc train a t  every station even though they had to 
wave quickly, so speedily did the train disappear. 

Motion Pictures En Route 
An event of unusual interest thrilled the passengers 

at Jonesboro, Arkansas. 
1,ee D. Balsly. of 265 South 1;ront Street, Mem- 

phis, manager at that city for Paramount Pictures, 
had read of the new train in a Memphis paper that 
morning. In company with a companion, he rushed 
64 miles to Jonesboro, carrying with him motion- 

picture reels of "The Pony Express", and hoarded the 
train. In a few minutes Balsly had rigged u p  a 
motion picture screen in a Pullman, and invited the 
passengers in. For an hour the picture showed to an 
appreciative audience, but the arrival at  Memphis at 
9:15 o'clock (on time to the second), necessitated entl- 
ing the film before the final close-up. But the pas- 
sengers voted the entertainment original and pleasing. 

Pictures of the christening ceremonies, together with 
stories on the services. appeared in many newspapers 
;ilong the Frisco lines, and as far south as Tampa, 
where the Tampa 'l'ribune "front-paged" the event. 

The necessity o i  two trains daily to Florida became 
apparent to Frisco officials when the influx of persons 
from the Middle West to Florida crowded the "Kan- 
sas City-Florida Special" to its capacity. The Florida 
Special is a train twenty-five years in service, and- its 
summer business has always been light until this year. 
:\s many people were carried to 1:lorirla on this train 
the past summer as rode it last winter, however, nnd 
the addition of the regular winter Florida travel to the 
tremendous tourist travel, occasioned the addition of 
"The Sunnyland". 

Mr. R. B. Butler to Vacant Post 
2R. R. B. BUTLER, acting superintendent of r-- 2M1 the Southern Division, was appointed super- 

2-9-92 intentlent of that division, effective October 
wc^?lc^?l 3, succeeding Mr. C. H. Claiborne, deceased. 
A notice of Superintendent Claiborne's death appeared 
in the October issue of the Magazine. 

The railroad experience of the new superintendent, 
estensive as it is, has been spent entirely with the 
Frisco, and he is justly proud of that record. 

H e  was born on a farm near Weaubleau, Missouri, 
located on the Frisco "High Line", July 24, 1884. His 
first work with the Frisco was in July of 1904, when 
hc beg:un as a night operator a t  Fort  Scott Junction 
on the Northern Division. H e  served on the Kansas 
City sub a little later and in October 1910 went to the 
dispatcher's office at  Fort  Scott as dispatcher and 
night chief dispatcher. In March, 1918, he was made 
chief dispatcher on the Afton sub-division. 

H e  was appointed assistant superintendent of the 
Eastern Division March 1, 1920, in charge of the KoHa 
sub-division and was transferred to Springfield as as- 
sistant superintendent of the Lebanon and Springfield 
subs in July, 1923. July first of that year he was made 
acting superintendent of the Western Division and re- 
mained there until September first of this year when 
he went to the Southern Division at  Memphis. 

Mr. Butler's many friends m the Frisco will be glad 
to hear of his orornotion. 



Reclamation Plant Maintained by Frisco at Springfield 
Saves in Excess of Million Dollars a Year 

More Than 340 Varieties of Equipment Go Through Plant Each Month, 
Ranging From "Adzes" to " Wrenches" 

Part I .  

- 7 P C 3 w  

2 £Ill?: nlagniliccnt reclamation plant o i  the Frisco 

2 2 Railway, located a t  Springfield, llissonri, and 

2 - 3 - 7 2  performing one of the most inll)ortant works 
mwm+s of any of the many 1:risco t leprt tnents,  is, 
perhaps, the most misunderstood part of the entire 
railway. . 

I t  is not nlisuntlerstoocl, of course, I)\: those who arc 
directly interested in the reducing of operating costs-- 
1)ecause t h o s e gentlemen 
realizc the tremendous good 
thc 1)l;unt is pcriorming. Nor 
is it ~rl is~intler~tootl  by the 
stores tlepartnlcnt, to wlnicll 
a gigantic amount of credit 
is turned each month \vhich 
represents the savings a i -  
fected by the reclamation 
plant in literally "reclainling" 
from scrap, more than 330 
separate items. 

I n  the years heforc 1913 
this "reclaiming" procesh 
was unkno\vn. 

A broken rail was thro\vn 

the Frisco can point \\it11 1)ritle to the fact that it was 
the second "recl;iinling" department to be installed on 
any railroad in .\nwrlca. 'l'hc Santa l:e was first- 
the P'risco second-ant1 l:l-isco rcclniming plant men 
are  in charge of the planth now k i n g  operated by many 
other railroads I\ hich have 1)atlcrnetl their rcclailning 
clepartments after t ln:~~ s o  atln1ir;hly contluctcd by the 
Frisco Kailroad. 

W e  believe that this is one of the most remark- 
able stories ever appearing in a rai lway publication. 
I t  has taken a deal of time to prepare it, and Chat 
t ime is well  spent. This article wi l l  acquaint 30,000 
employes wi th  a magnificent work which their rail- 
road is dcing to  conserve its resources. And con- 
servation of equipment is a prime factor in  railroad 
operation of today. I t  should convince each employe 
of the Fr is lo  that  the savings of small items are 
beneficial. When "scrap" can be redeemed, re- 
claimed, and put back in  service wi th  a saving of 
more than $100,000 a month-that effort is a well  
worth while thing. This  is Part  I of the story o f  the 
reclamation plant. Part 
December number. 

I .  Unlit equipment 
was junked. Hundreds of articles ~vhich could have 
been put in shape by a little work were sold a s  scrap- 
because the'equil)lllcnt for their rehal)ilitation was not 
:tvailablc. 

W'hen the reclamation plant was built in 1913, it 
started as an adjunct to the north sitlc shops at  Sprillg- 
field. But so I-a1)itlly did it 1)rove its worth, that in 
September of that same year, it was enlarged and 
moved to its present location. 

In  August, this year, thc j)lant acti~ally savctl the 
Frisco ICailroatI $1 11,441.51. In September that sav- 
ing was $106,929.00. 

'I'his t rernendo~~s amount-more than n million dol- 
lars a year-involvetl the reclaiming o i  many articles 
f rom "adzes' to '(wrenches" right through the alphabet. 
t \ I he re,port of their reclaiming antl rcturn to service 
required the use of five largc sheets of paper. 

This, then, is the story of a remarkable plant-and 

Lcysahl Is Superintendent 
, * l h e  ~ ) l an t  is untler the 

direct supervision of J l r .  -1. 
\\'. lilunle, general store- 
lieel)cr, and tinder the active 
sitpervision of Mr.  I,. J. 
Leyuht .  s111)erintentlent of 
thc 1)lant. He  has a nlost 
eft'icient corps of \~orl.;ers, 
inclutling his chief clerk, Mr. 
r l<ro\vn, his office 
force, a forenlan o i  each 

1 1  wi l l  be printed- in  the sIIo~), ;I yard foretn1:un and 
W. L. H., Jr. t\\w assistants. and R I-o~ind- 

l ~ o r ~ s e  forenlan-cot~s t i t~~t iq  
:I stxH of  honle ten forcnlen and nssist:unts. 

r \ 1 hc ~ ) u q ~ o s e  of the 1)l:unt is to rcccive all scrap iron1 
every point on the 1:risco lines, work it over antl re- 
contlition it lor  further use. The orders from the 
store tlepartment govern the output of the shol) r:~ch 
month. I!:ach stock clerk makes nut requisitions on 
the recla~niation ~)lant .  covering a pcriod of thirty days 
:ml the recl:~tnation plant pl;uns thc work accordingly. 

Yearly the plant is being enlnrgetl, thousands of dol- 
lars spent in new nlachinery, which increases the output 
:~ntl makes it possil)le to handle at1 :~tldetl amount of 
scrap. 

? ,  1 he force employed tlepentls entirely on the anlotmt 
of scrap on Ila~ld, I ) L I ~  averages around 325 nien a 
nionth. Some 300 cars of scrap a month arc rcceivetl 
at this plant and on a n  average of 1.50 cars shipped out. 
.At the present time, there are 75 cars on hand to be 
reclaimed and disposed of, however, there are  as high 
as forty awaiting tlisposition monthly. 




